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Latinx Heritage Month kicks off with fun, food and festivities

DAVID ALVAREZ | LEXICON

“Latinx Heritage Month is basically just a celebration of the diversity of Latinx people, the culture, the traditions, just everything that encompasses Latinx people,” Crystal Tejada, assistant director of student activities, said.
BY AMANDA SALAZAR
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Baruch College’s Latin American Student Organization hosted an event to make students aware of Latinx Heritage Month’s arrival and to celebrate the many cultures and nations encompassed within Latin America. The event kicked off the start of Latinx Heritage Month and took place on the second-floor lobby on Sept. 6.
At the event, the club members and their adviser, Crystal Tejada, served traditional Latin American foods, while Spanish music blasted through speakers behind the club’s setup. This year’s
theme was “One Endless Voice to Enhance our Traditions.”

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

The newly minted Undergraduate
Student Government tackles
escalator and energy problems
BY SHEIK FLORADEWAN
NEWS ASSISTANT
Baruch College’s Undergraduate Student Government held its
weekly senate meeting on Sept.
4 in which the table discussed its
first projects for the semester.
In the first senate meeting,
President Radhika Kalani suggested the creation of an event proposal system for USG. Kalani, who
was previously the vice president
of The FemCode, a Baruch club
that helps women pursue careers
in technology, has had experience
in event planning before taking on
her new role in USG.
She explained in an interview
that when she tried to plan her
own event she found that “there
were a few things you need to
think about, like what’s the purpose of the event, how many students will be attending, what are
some locations you’re looking at
and of course the logistics of the
money aspect.”
Having a formal event proposal, she said, would be like having
a checklist — so if someone were

OPINIONS
Are Baruch's digital courses
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MSA invites all Bearcats to Eid al-Adha celebration

to have an event, the information
would all be organized in one
place before presenting the idea
to others. She also explained the
proposal is just an option. “I don’t
want to make it mandatory but I
think it’s a good way for [the table]
to think everything through” before going about an event so problems do not arise later.
Regarding clubs, Kalani mentioned that USG will be reaching
out to talk about the appeals and
cosponsorships process to better
explain to clubs how they can request more money if needed.
In reaching out to clubs, she
plans on making “a packet-like
cheat sheet,” where along with
how the appeals and cosponsorships work, she can include a template for event proposal if clubs
want to use it for guidance.
Following Kalani’s report, Vice
President of Campus Affairs Kendra Lojano brought up the significant energy reduction currently
happening at Baruch.
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The Muslim Student Association hosted a celebration for Eid al-Adha on Sept. 6. Read coverage by May Khin on page 2.

BUSINESS
ARTS & STYLE
L train shutdown could cause IMAX ampliﬁes excellence of
issues for businesses (p. 6)
2001 and Dark Knight (p. 8)

SCIENCE & TECH
Esports deemed "too violent"
for Olympic Games (p. 10)

SPORTS
Four of the NFL's elite sign
contract extensions (p. 12)

PAGE 2 I THE TICKER NEWS

SEPTEMBER 12, 2018

MSA invites all Baruch students to celebrate Eid al-Adha holiday
BY MAY KHIN
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
The Muslim Student Association
hosted its annual Eid al-Adha banquet and welcome back dinner on
Thursday, Sept. 6 in the Multipurpose Room.
Eid al-Adha is an Islamic holiday celebrated worldwide every
year and is also known as the Festival of Sacrifice. This festival commemorates Prophet Ibrahim’s
— Abraham in the Hebrew bible
— willingness to sacrifice his son
to God. It also marks the end of the
Hajj pilgrimage to Mecca.
MSA President Yahya Sheikh
explained that the purpose of this
banquet was to establish a safe
space for Muslim students to feel at
home and to welcome new freshmen, transfer students and any potential club members.
“This event is for you guys,”
Sheikh said.
“We want all non-Muslims to
know that we are just like them and
how we are so dedicated to something we really believe in and a lot
of people do respect us for that. We
want to show non-Muslims how
much we love our religion and how
much we believe in it. MSA has
given me all my friends, a place to
look forward to. … It has given me
events to improve my professional
and social development and a kind
of a value.”
The banquet started off with a
prayer, followed by recitations from
MSA member Mahbub Khan and a
presentation from Sheikh on MSA,
Women in Islam and Muslim Business Association.
The Multipurpose Room was
split into two sides: men on one
side and women on the other because men and women pray separately in the Islamic religion.
The president of Women in Islam, Fariha Farzana, emphasized

that WII is a community of Islamic
sisters in which everyone comes together to discuss important issues.
She wanted a space for all Muslim
women to be able to speak up and
to express themselves freely.
Special guest Omar Esa was unable to make it to the banquet due
to the cancellation of his flight, so
MSA brought in Mufti Aminul Islam as a last-minute special guest
speaker.
The word “Mufti” means scholar. Islam completed the memorization of the Quran at the age of
12. He is currently an instructor of
the various Islamic sciences such
as, Quran, Tafsir, Hadith, Fiqh and
Arabic Linguistics at Darul Uloom
New York.
Islam gave an inspirational
speech and reminded everyone to
put their faith completely in Allah.
Sheikh also spoke about prayer
room etiquettes and the importance of praying. Muslims pray five
times a day and evening prayer
took place right there in the Multipurpose Room at 7:20 p.m., where
everyone who wanted to pray did
so together as a unity.
The evening prayer demonstrated how all of the students came together to respect and support their
faith.
There were two performances
after the prayer during which a
student from New York University
sang a song dedicated to Palestine.
NYU sophomore Helal Chowdhury
wrote and performed a song that
said, “Take my hand and hold me
tight, we will stand together for Palestine… Mama please don’t cry, it
is for Palestine.”
Chowdhury explained that the
media was not portraying the reality to the fullest, so he wanted to
sing this song to show how much
suffering there has been and
how we must stand together for
Palestine.
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Students assembled together in the Multipurpose Room to pray Maghrib, which is the ﬁrst of two daily evening prayers.
“Many people don’t know
what’s happening and so I do this
in the hopes that people will remember it and even sing along to
it. And as they do, they will start
to remember the lyrics and the actual atrocities that’s been going on,”
said Chowdhury.
Farzana also performed a spoken word piece about Ramadan,
which is the holiest month of the
Islamic calendar.
Her performance accentuated the hardships that Muslims
had to go through and the importance of Ramadan and why they
celebrate it.

“At the end of the day, it’s all
about how we come together and
remind ourselves of the bigger
purpose,” Farzana said. “I try to remind everyone both Muslims and
non-Muslims alike that we are here
on a united front, not just on an
individual.”
Farzana spoke about the Islamophobia that has been spreading
all over the country, and she wants
to give a voice to the voiceless and
encourages everyone to speak
up and to continue to believe in
their faith.
“Through my poetry, I would
hope that would encourage stu-

dents to not feel the fear that Islamophobes might bring to the
country,” Farzana said. “And just
be proud of their religion and hold
firm to their faith.”
MSA Vice President of Marketing Mariam Jaafar wants all the
freshmen and transfer students to
feel like they have a Muslim community they can relate to, right here
at Baruch.
Junior Adeena Naqvi said, “I had
a really great time, I was pleasantly
surprised by some performances
that I didn’t know were happening
and I got to see some old friends so
it was really nice.”

Empanadas, reggaeton
and bachata begin
Latinx Heritage Month

USG discusses first projects and
conserving energy via escalators

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

Students were emailed about
Con Edison’s plan on energy reduction stating that the college
is reducing energy consumption
“by raising the temperature, turning off escalators, and turning off
or reducing corridor and atrium
lights.”
Chair of Finance Justin Broomfield said, “I think it is absolutely
ridiculous that the second-floor
escalator going down is not working during prime time and there is
a lot of congestion.”
Prime time usually happens on
Tuesdays and Thursdays at around
club hours when most students are
on campus.
It is difficult for students to
navigate the building during these
times, especially when the electricity is reduced. Broomfield added,
“I have been here on multiple occasions late at night and both escalators going from second floor lobby to the first are on but the third
to the second-floor escalator is off
all day.”
Chair of Appeals Ray Colon also
expressed a similar concern, saying that he has been in the Newman Vertical Campus the entire
day on a Saturday when the building closes at 6 p.m..
However, he was here until 8
p.m. and when exiting, he noticed
that all the escalators were still
running.
The table agreed that this is
not the best way to reduce energy
consumption and Baruch can do
a better job at being more efficient
with it.
Broomfield suggested that this
can be an issue USG petitions in
order to resolve it quicker.
However, Kalani explained

“Latinx Heritage Month is basically just a celebration of the diversity of Latinx people, the culture,
the traditions, just everything that
encompasses Latinx people,” said
Tejada, the assistant director of student activities. “It can range from
dancing, food, the discussions we
need to have.”
They served empanadas and
played music from different Latin
countries such as salsa, bachata
and reggaeton to reflect the many
cultures and people who make
up Latin America. Although each
country has its own distinct culture,
when people from these different
countries immigrate to the United
States, they bring their culture with
them and create a community. Due
to this, many people are exposed to
the various music, food and culture
that makes up Latin America.
Additionally, the month’s name
was changed to Latinx from Latin to
be more inclusive toward people in
the transgender and genderqueer
communities.
Members of the club exude passion for their cultures and family
histories, which contributed to not
only the high energy of the event,
but also to the need for the event
and monthlong celebration in the
first place.
According to Jessica Torres,
president of LASO, Latinx Heritage
Month is important, among many
other reasons, because it helps
keep Latin cultures and traditions
alive in the United States.
“To us, what [this year’s theme]
means is that even though we come
to this country, the United States,
very different from our own coun-

tries back home, we hold true to
this one endless voice, to continue
our traditions, to never let them go,”
she said.
“We try to keep our traditions
as true as possible to keep a piece
of us from our home in this foreign
country that we grow to love.”
In a city as diverse as New York,
Latinx Heritage Month is especially
important at Baruch, where 17 percent of all enrolled students are
Latino, as of the 2017 fall semester,
according to the college’s website.
“This month is to celebrate our
culture, and especially for me to
celebrate the culture that I already
had around me because I’m an
immigrant, I came from the Dominican Republic and it’s been
hard for me not to be around my
people and around my traditions
and the things that I care about,”
said Daniela Toribio, a sophomore.
“This month is an opportunity for
me to feel connected to my roots
and enjoy those things that I really,
really love.”
Additionally, the Latinx Heritage Month kickoff event was enjoyed by non-club members as
well, including students who are
and are not of Latinx origin.
“On a first impression [of the
event], I like the music a lot, and
it was like a very efficient kind of
line, so to speak,” said freshman
Emily Chavez, who is of Ecuadorian descent. “To me, Latin Heritage
Month is basically celebrating and
embracing who you are, and I guess
you could kind of consider the fact
that today people are often discriminated [against] so this is kind
of a time where it’s like ‘Discrimination aside, I’m very proud of
who I am.’”
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that “this is a bigger-than-us issue; it’s more a New York Citywide issue because [Con Edison]
doesn’t want to create a blackout
or brownout.”
Lojano will reach out to Lisa
Edwards, who is in charge of campus facilities, to further inquire
about the situation.
The meeting ended with the
table discussing when and how
clubs will be able to book the USG
conference room for meetings and
small-scale events.
The table had different views
on how long the conference room
can be booked and whether it

could be booked on the weekends.
Ultimately, the table decided
that the conference room must
be booked at least one week in
advance if being booked for 3.5
hours or less.
To request the room for more
than 3.5 hours, clubs must book
at least 2.5 to 3 weeks in advance.
The room may only be booked
Monday through Friday and may
not be booked on Tuesdays past
5 p.m. due to USG’s senate meetings.
Clubs are now able to book the
conference room on the USG website by filling out a request form.
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Was the first-year text as engaging as Baruch faculty hoped?
BY SHERON VIRANI
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Every year, the incoming freshmen at Baruch College are assigned
a text, a book to read to prepare
them for college and enhance their
intellectual skills. This book is also
used to bring the students together
and is discussed in the First-Year
Seminar class that is mandated for
every freshman.
A committee consisting of Baruch faculty comes together every
year to pick a book. Factors such
as the story’s teachings, the complexity of the text and the characters themselves are all considered
when a selection is made. This year,
the committee chose The Island at
the Center of the World, a historical nonfiction novel written by acclaimed Baruch professor Russell
Shorto.
The book is about the impact
the Dutch colonies had on Manhattan when they colonized it as New
Amsterdam. It follows the narrative
of two men, Peter Stuyvesant and
Adriaen van der Donck, and what
they believed the future of Manhattan Island would be.

“I read up to chapter 5, but
it was still dreadful. I’m not
used to these dense books,
and I think most of the
class would agree. It was
very diﬃcult to understand
how the book related to us,
especially as students.”
-Anonymous

According to a soft data survey
conducted by The Ticker asking students about their opinions regarding the book, the incoming freshmen had mixed responses. The
survey was posted on the “Baruch
College Class of 2022 (OFFICIAL)”
Facebook page.
Of the responses received, the
majority of students either did not
read or finish the book. The survey, however, is not exhaustive and
does not reflect the views of the entire class.
The survey asked what the students thought about the book,
whether they thought it was relevant and why they liked or disliked
it. Among the students who read
the book, most did not enjoy it.
Many students who attempted
to read the book and then gave up
said they found the book boring
and irrelevant. One student who
attempted to read the book said,
“I read up to chapter 5, but it was
still dreadful. I’m not used to these
dense books, and I think most of
the class would agree. It was very
difficult to understand how the
book related to us, especially as
students.”
One student who enjoys history
and read the book also questioned
its relevance. The student said, “As
someone who likes history and is
new to the city, it was an interesting book in terms of learning the
historical significance. But why did
I have to read it if we didn’t do anything with it?”
Another student said, “Because
of the context and time period of
the story, it was difficult to place
myself in the shoes of these characters and follow along their journey.
I understood it was about Manhattan and the area around our college
campus, but it did not relate to the
prespective (sic) of the everyday
student.”
There were some students who
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The text that was required for incoming freshmen this year was thought to be too advanced and irrelevant by some students.
indicated they had read and thoroughly enjoyed the book. One student said they enjoyed the “historical aspects of the book and learned
a lot about the history of Americas.”
Another freshman who enjoyed
the book said, “I didn't finish it yet,
though I still intend to, but I really
enjoyed it. I found it very interesting and it was definitely relevant
to living in NYC and to some of the
classes I'm taking.”

Nudrat Kadir, a peer mentor
who teaches First-Year Seminar,
said that out of 15 students on Convocation Day, only one had read
the entire book in her class.
She said the student was interested in history, which is why the
book appealed to him. “The other
students didn’t hold the same interest which is why they didn’t like
the book or connect with it," she
said.

Kadir also said that a portion
of her class did not have the book
which is why some did not read it.
Those students said they did not receive it because they attended the
earlier orientations when the book
was not yet given out.
The incoming students’ survey
results and honest responses shed
an interesting light on what Baruch
students may not be looking for in
their summer text.

